CYNGOR CYMUNED LLANARTHNE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the January 2026 Meeting of Llanarthne Community Council held at
Capel Dewi Village Hall on 13/01/2026 at 19.30.

176/2025-2026 Present.
Councilors: County Clir H Jones, County ClIr S Hughes, M Jones, G Jones, C Pugh-
Jones, E Jenkins, R Pole.

County ClIr S Hughes.
Clerk.

177/2025-2026 To receive apologies.
Councilors: A Davies MP, A Isaac, H Jones, N Thomas.

178/2025-2026 To receive declarations of interest.
None.

179/2025-2026 Opportunity for the public to address the Council on agenda items.
None.

180/2025-2026 To consider and note any policing and/or road safety concerns.

ClIr G Jones reported blocked drains on Swansea Road. Resolved for Clerk to report.
Clir G Jones raised concerns regarding the ongoing speeding issues in Llanarthne.
County CliIr H Jones reported that village gateways had made a difference in other
villages. Other options to consider are speed cushions, white chevrons painted on the
highway with a red background or a red square dictating the speed limit.

Resolved for County Clir S Hughes to enquire if these options are available for
Llanarthne and if Carmarthenshire County Council have funding for the project or
would they be willing to share the cost with Llanarthne Community Council.

181/2025-2026 County Council Matters - County Clir S Hughes.

County ClIr S Hughes reported that it had been a quiet month and that he attended
the Carmarthenshire Council meeting on 10/12/2025. He is continuing to help and
support local people with their queries and concerns, most of which are of a
confidential nature.




182/2025-2026 To Receive Chairman’s Reports.

The Chair reported that he attended the Llanarthne Hall Christmas tree lighting and
carol singing on 05/12/2025. Congratulations to the organisers.

County Clir H Jones reported that he attended and delivered the annual nine lessons
reading and carols service at 11.00 on 21/12/2025.

183/2025-2026 Confirmation and Signing of the Minutes of the Council Meeting
11/11/2025.

It was resolved to confirm the minutes for 09/12/2025. Proposed by Clir C Pugh-Jones
and seconded by County Clir M Jones.

184/2025-2026 Matters arising from the above minutes.

The Clerk informed Council members that all matters to resolve had been actioned
and if correspondence had been received, a copy of the Email had been sent to each
member for information.

Clir M Jones asked the Clerk to send her email address to Y Lloffwr stating that she
may be able to provide local news. Resolved to note.

185/2025-2026 To note correspondence or to list for consideration at a forthcoming
Council meeting.

(All relevant correspondence is emailed to council members at the time of receipt and
only brought before the meeting if necessary or specifically requested by members or
the Clerk).

County Clir H Jones reported the following email from Clir R Pole —

“It is with regret that | am writing to formally resign from my role as a community
councillor on the Llanarthne Community Council. | would like to confirm that | will
continue to attend meetings for January and February, after which my resignation will
take effect.

| have really enjoyed serving as a councillor and have valued the opportunity to
contribute to the work of the Council and the wider community. It has been a rewarding
experience, and | am grateful for the support and collaboration of fellow councillors
during my time in the role.

Thank you for the opportunity to be involved and | wish Llanarthne Community Council
every success in its future work”.

All council members present respectfully accepted Clir R Poles resignation and wished
her all the best in the future.

186/2025-2026 Planning.

No objections to the following planning application. Proposed by Clir M Jones and
seconded by ClIr G Jones.

PL/10037 — Polytunnel - Coed Glas, Llanarthne, Carmarthen, SA32 8HS.

187/2025-2026 Payments.
None.

188/2025-2026 To note receipts.
30/12/2025 Carmarthenshire County Council.
Precept 3 - £8643.63




189/2025-2026 To receive the Internal Financial Examiners report 01/10/2025 —
31/12/2025.
Defer to February.

190/2025-2026 To develop and finalise the precept for 2026 — 2027.

Each member had been provided with a written report prior to the meeting. A full verbal
report was provided by the Clerk.

a) Review of income and expenditure for period 01/04/2025 — 31/12/2025 — All
members had received a copy of the report prior to the meeting along with a copy of
the bank reconciliation up to 31/12/2025. The statement balance on 31/12/2025 was
£34,401.46.

b) Projected balance at 31/03/2026 — The Clerk formatted the figures based on current
spending trends and expenditure for the same period in 2024 — 2025 (Please see table
1 below).

c) Report and recommendations in relation to 2026 — 2027 budget — A draft
expenditure report was sent to all members prior to the meeting totaling £29,467.39.
Draft income figures were presented to the members for a VAT refund totaling
£1300.00.

d) Confirmation of the 2026 — 2027 budget — (Please see table 2 below).

e) Confirmation of the special project’s program and the Council’s other reserves. The
Clerk announced that reserves are found to be on track albeit with some easily
identifiable differences.

f) Report in relation to 2026 — 2027 budget — All members received a copy of the report
prior to the meeting. The Band D Council tax figure for 2026 — 2027 is 456.90 and all
members were required to evaluate the presented options (Please see table 3 below)
g) 2026 — 2027 Precept Demand - All Council members considered the options
provided for the 2026 — 2027 precept. A council needs to make some reserves to make
sure it can pay for unexpected events and to make sure it has enough money to pay
bills until it receives income. Unless it has specific plans for future spending, councils
should only hold reserves to provide a reasonable balance. All council members
agreed to the proposal and that the precept demand be reduced by 15% to £23,100.86
with a Council Tax Band D of £50.56.

h) To ratify the annual investment strategy — The strategy was discussed under
policies in the Community Council meeting on 11/11/2025 minute 145/2025-2026.

i) Insurance Policy — This matter was discussed in the May meeting on 13/05/2025
minute 39/2025-2026.

The budget and precept report were proposed by Clir N Thomas and seconded by Clir
A Davies MP with no objections from any Community Council members. Resolved for
the Clerk to request a precept of £23,100.86.

191/2025-2026 To discuss the Community Register.
Posters have been displayed in the community.

192/2025-2026 To hold a forum in order for members to raise reports/questions
through the Chair.

County ClIr H Jones reported that the shelter near The Polyn required cleaning until a
new location is found and asked the Clerk to arrange. Resolved to note.

County ClIr H Jones praised the sterling work that the Highways Department had done
over the past few days in gritting and clearing our roads of snow and ice and suggested




that the community council send an Email thanking all staff members involved. All
agreed. Resolved for the Clerk to write an email.

County ClIr S Hughes left the meeting, not to return.

193/2025-2026 In Camera 19.50.
Those who were not Community Council members, or the Clerk departed the meeting
— not to return. The exclusion is due to personnel / staffing matters being discussed.

194/2025-2026 To note staff pay run January 2026.

The Clerk reported the payroll amounts verbally to all council members. It was
resolved to accept the report and ratify the payment of the sums as presented.
Proposed by County Clir H Jones and seconded by Clir G Jones.

195/2025-2026 Next Meeting.
Date of the next meeting to be held at Llanarthne Village Hall — 10/02/2026 at 19.00.

196/2025-2026 The Meeting Finished at 19.54.

Chairman

Date




LLANARTHNE BUDGET & PRECEPT 2026-2027

Please find below a report on the 2025-2026 budget, the actual expenditure to 31/12/2025
and the estimated expenditure to 31/03/2026. Reasons are given on sum difference and will
be discussed in the January meeting on 13/01/2026.

ACTUAL ESTIMATED
PREVIOUS | SPEND TO SPEND ON

HEADING BUDGET 31/12/2024 31/03/2025 DIFF REASON
Ground
Maintenance 1200.00 930.00 930.00 270.00 -
Staff Salary & 10,700.00 6659.98 10,155.34 544 .66 -
PAYE
Admin, Inc Audit
Fees 2500.00 887.97 1927.97 572.03 -
Insurance 750.00 459.00 459.00 221.00 -
Financial
Assistance
Including 2500.00 2500.00 2500.00 291.00 -
Standing

Revenue Grants

Seating & Asset

Maintenance 1750.00 729.50 1459.00 291.00 -
Street Lighting
Estimate 7000.00 2702.66 6557.52 442 .48 -
Misc — Inc -
Subscriptions 320.00 159.00 159.00 161.00
Members
Allowance + 156.00 0.00 0.00 156.00 -
PAYE
Election Cost 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 -
Section 137 800.00 323.25 900.00 -100.00 -
Allocation to
Special Projects
& Reserve from 2030.00 0.00 1791.39 238.61 -
Precept

TOTAL 29,706.00 15,351.36 26,839.22 2866.78




There was a projected VAT refund in the 2025 - 2026 precept of £1300.00. This reduced
the precept demand from £29,706.00 to £28,406.00. It was resolved to demand a precept
income of £25,930.90 in 2025-2026 and for general funds to replenish the £2475.10
shortfall.

Please find below a proposed budget for 2026 - 2027 in comparison to 2025 - 2026.
Reasons are given on sum difference and will be discussed in the January meeting on
13/01/2026.

PREVIOUS | PROPOSED
HEADING BUDGET BUDGET REASON
Shelter/Bench
Ground Maintenance 1200.00 1000.00 Cleaning
Staff Salary & PAYE 10,700.00 10,700.00 -
Admin, Inc Audit Fees 2500.00 2500.00 -
Insurance 750.00 750.00 -
Financial Assistance — Inc Increased May
Standing Revenue Grants 2500.00 2500.00 2025
Seating & Asset Maintenance 1750.00 1500.00 Shelter Relocation?
Street Lighting Estimate 7000.00 5270.00 -
Misc — Inc Subscriptions 320.00 350.00 -
Members Allowance 156.00 156.00 -
Training Budget N/A 800.00 New
Election Cost 0.00 250.00 -
Increased May
Section 137 800.00 900.00 2025
Allocation to Special Projects & Lantern
Reserve From Precept 2030.00 2791.39 Penrhiwgoch
TOTAL 29,706.00 29,467.39




At the time of preparation, the only projected income for 2026 - 2027 is a VAT refund of
£1300.00. This will reduce the amount of the precept demand from £29,467.39 to
£28,167.39. Also reducing the overall demand will be the projected bank balance
remaining in the account. Full details below.

Bank balance as at 31/12/2025 (See Statement Copy) £34,401.46
Less projected expenditure 01/12/2025 — 31/03/2026 £11,487.86
Projected bank balance as at 31/03/2026 £22,913.60
Expenditure proposal for 2026-2027 £29,467.39
Less Estimated income for 2025-2026 (VAT Refund) £1300.00
Less projected bank balance as at 31/3/26 (based on projected

expenditure) £22,913.60
Amount required to make up the difference £5,253.79

Add 50% of projected expenditure to create a reserve of 50% of revenue | £14,733.70

Amount required as total precept for 2025-2026 £19,987.49
By using tax base 456.90

Amount raised by keeping the Band D rate the same as last year £59.48 | £27,176.41
Amount raised by reducing the Band D rate by 15% £50.56 £23,100.86

N.B. If we keep the Band D rate the same as 2025-2026, we will end up with a budget
surplus of £7188.92 which will be added to the reserve. The reserve will then be equal
to 74% of annual expenditure (9 months). This is not acceptable for a council of our size.

If we reduce the Band D rate by 15% to £50.56, we will end up with a budget surplus of
£3113.37 which will be added to the reserve. The reserve will then be equal to 60.6% of
annual expenditure (7.2 months). This is acceptable for a council of our size.



